Similarities and Differences.         109

of the Greek d&moi6$9 that is, some characteristic
mark which makes a new efSos or species, and
thus constitutes the difference between one spe-
cies and another. We talk of ideas, innate or
acquired, of categories, nay even of pure reason
long before we know what they really mean.
But a system of Indian philosophy is like a
strange Eastern city, of which we know neither
the streets nor the names of the streets, and
where we are in constant danger of going wrong,
even with a Murray and a map in our hands
to guide us. The very grooves of thought are
different in the East and in the West. It would
by no means be easy to find in Sanskrit corre-
sponding terms to express the exact difference
between matter and spirit from the Vedintic
point of view. The nearest approach would
probably be object and subject, and this would be
expressed by vishaya, object, and vishayin, he
who perceives an object, that is, the subject.
IfVe had to translate idea, we should probably
have to use such a word as sa^$a, which means
name> the outward form of an idea. Category
is generally and correctly rendered in Sanskrit